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COMMUNIST CHINA IMPROVING BORDER TRANSPORT CAPABILITIES 


_ Communist China is continning to constract 

trungport routes Along its southern border evan 
though existing reads can alrendy support mili- 
tary campaipne larger in scale than that against 
India in 162, 

A decade of ateady work has completed well- 
developed networks of roads to the central Tibetan. 
and southeast Asian hordors, and a small number 
of roads to the weatern Tiketan border, These 
roads ave belug mainteined and in some cases in 
proved, 

Three major now routed are under construction, 
The Sino-Hepalese Road will provide a connection 
with Tadia through Nepal, The remaining two proj-~ 
écts~~a call connection between Chungkditig and- Kune 
ming and construction of & douthern road shortening 
the length of the Gzechwan-Tibet road--will improve  _ age ences th 
access from the main parts of China to Kunming and Gainer vee : 
Lhaga, the primary staging pointa for southeast Asia ‘© 
‘and central Tibet, 


The Central Tihetan Border 


Mout land traffie fron 
Ching proper to Lhasa préegently 
runs over the 1,300-nile Tsingini~ 
Tibet and 1,200-mile Saechwane 
Tihet roads,. Nevertheless the 
relatively amall capacity of 
trucks, the altitude and rugged- 
ness of the terrain, and tha fre- 
quent ohstructions from weather 
ati11 keep Lhasa relatively in- 
docensible from the main parts 
of Ching, The Chinese atarted to 
survey for & redlroad from Teinghal 
to Tibet in 1956 but stopped’ 
after preliminary gurvyeys wera 
completed in 1951, 


a road between Tung-o—lo and 
| Pangta which will cut the dis- 
tance to haga by almost 155 
miles, Priority for this 
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project is not high 






Sie OUTS LOUSY pequire 
a Suspension bridge-=-not yet 
started—-over the upper reaches 
of the Yangtze River and further 
dnprovenents at the western end. 


Oneo past thasga, a network 
of roads runs to six locations 
within Tibet dlong the border 
from central Nepal te central 
North East Frontier Agency (NEFA, 
The capacity af this network is 
estimated to axceed that of the 
two major accass routes to Lhasa, 


Aside from this pian, major 
improvements ino access to Lhasa 
do not appear feasible, The 
route hetwoen Szechwan and Tibet 
ig boing shortened by building 
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The almost-completed Lhisa- 
Kodari section of the Lhasa—Kat~ 
wanda Bond will add a saventh 


34h) (IB pope this network. . Bore sig- 


hiticantly, however, the Kodari- 
Katmandu section will give the 

Chinese « third road—-Kodari- 
Katmandnimliekhganj~-to India. 


Patan network HOW Contacts with 
India through Yatune. opposite 
Sikkim and oe Towang in weat- 
ern HERA. 


Within Nepat, a 12-mile 
road already exiete from Katmandy 
ta Banepa. The Banepa te Kodard 
section is under conatruction by 
Nepalese laborers and Chinese 
technicians, supplied with some 
heavy equipment sent from Cal~- . 
eutta, Chinese engineers are 
also working on the Barahbise- 
Kodari section of the road in 
Nepal, The Chinese reportedly 
plan to have ‘the entire section 
of the road within Nepal ogeble 
by jeep-size vehicles by the end 
of 1964, They are deferring con—- 
struction of major bridges, drain- 
age faoilities, and embanknont 
reinforcements to attain this 
goal, 


The Southeast Asian Border 


Thea Chinesé road network 
loading to the southeast Asiag 
countries starts at Kunming, 
which lies itt a mountainous ares 
stilt reached with difficulty 
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fiyvon the mala parts of Ching, 
From the Chinese interior, Kun- 
ming is served by many roads, 
but the main supply line ie by 


| standard-gauge railroad from Can— 


ton and Hengyang to Dong Dang, 
North Viotnam, then by narrow 
gauge to Hanoi, bao Kay and Kun~ 
ming, The North Vietnamese rail- 
road from Dong Dang to Lao Kay 
has probably carried as much Chi+ 
nese ad Vietoamese freight in re- 


jj cent yetrs, aven though it is an 


expengive and inconvenient route 
for Chinese shipments, For ex- 
anplo, freight originating only 

a few hundred miles north of Kua- 
ming must be moved over a thousand 
miles, in the process being 
txanschipped from water to land 
as well as standard~ to narrow- 
gauge railroad. 


Thia situation will be 


| changed when the railroad from 


Chungking through Kwediyang to 
Kunning is completed. Work was 
sugpended during the economically 
catastrophic year of 1961, but 


| there are somo reports that it 


has resumed, The many bridgos 

and tunnels required oy the ragged 

terrain complicate rastroad cou- 

struction, reports 

suggest, however, a his line 

his high military priorlty, that 

work ia progressing, ind that it 

Could be opened te traffic in 
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There is no evidence that 

the Chinéas are adding roads to 


| the existing network frow Kunming 


to the Burmese, Laotian, and North 
Vietnamese borders or constructing 
roads within those countries. They 
are, however, making significant 
improvements to existing routes, 
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such as construction of the. 
bridge over the Kekong at Cheli. 
This bridge, the plars and abut~ 
ments of which were completed in 
the spring of 1982, will be a 
reainforcad concrete atructure 
and should be completed by about 
mid-October 1964, Furthermore, 
in Burma the Chinese are ready 
to gtart construction on the 
Kinlong boidge over the Salwaen 
iver, Both these bridges are 
projecte of several years" 
atanding and do not stiggest a. 
etagh construction program. The 
Cheli bridge will replace fords 
which the Chinese prass claina 
are usable throughout the year. 
The Kunlang tridge is not par- 
ticularly strategic since it 
Ties on an eastward axtension 
fron the Burna road. Only 2 
tyall exista between the bridge 
Site and the Chinese border, 


At present, the Chinese 
road network to the Burmesdé and 
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Laotian bordeara is faz more ex-~ 
tensive than rond neta across tho 
borders. In Burana, only the Burma 
Road connects with the Chinese 
hetwork. The only c¢onnection in 
Loos. ig the short road terminating 


(#t Phoawg Saly ta the northern tip 


of that country. 


In contrast, North Vietnam 
hag at lesst five resd and two 
railread connections, Nonwili-~- 
tary traffic dogs sot depend on 
tha road connections Wut on the 
rilroads from Kunming and Pingh- 
sisnag.to Hanoi or the sea lanes 
to Haiphong. However, in tha 
eyent of a large increase in mili~ 
tary traffic, the Chinese could 
reach Hanoi by retl and then fan 
out over the Hancei-Vinh raiirosd 
and over routes 1, 7, 8, 1%, end 
6 to reach every part of North 
Vietnam as well as roads leading 
to South Vietnam and aorthern, 
wired, and southern Laos 
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